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Target Report User Guide                   

Introduction 
Input the Proficient? and Weak or Strong? symbols into the ELA/L and mathematics Targets Reports for your district, school or roster. The Target 

Report then automatically summarizes that data so that educators can quickly identify which Targets students are performing well on, and which 

Targets students need more work on.  

The Proficient? and Weak or Strong? symbols are only available for ELA/L and mathematics summative ISATs. Target Reports are Microsoft Excel 

spreadsheets. There are separate Target Reports for ELA/L and mathematics, grades 3 through 8 and high school (grades 9, 10, and 11). Science 

Target Reports are coming soon. 

Sections in User Guide 
• Editable and Non-Editable Cells in Target Report 

• Hierarchy of Standards in Target Report 

• Interim Assessment Item Portal & Tools for Teachers 

• Transferring Proficient? and Weak or Strong? Symbols from Reporting 

• Summaries of Proficient? and Weak or Strong? Symbols 

• Connecting Summaries of Proficient? and Weak or Strong? Symbols to Pedagogy 

Editable and Non-Editable Cells 
Only the cells above and below the blue Proficient? and Weak or Strong? column headers are editable. Select a school year (SY) from the drop down 

above the blue Proficient? and Weak or Strong? cells. Embedded in the cells are drop downs with the three Proficient? symbols (and N/A) and the 

three Weak or Strong? symbols (and N/A). See Figure 1 for selections in the Proficient? drop down. 

Figure 1: Editable Proficient? Drop Down 
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All of the cells under the black column headers should not be edited. They contain fixed information related to standard hierarchy, links to the Smarter 

Content Explorer, the Interim Assessment Item Portal, and Tools for Teachers. 

Hierarchy of Standards in Target Report 
From left to right, the hierarchy of levels within the standards is summarized by the Target Report. Figure 2 shows the hierarchy: 

1. Grade 

2. Claim/Score Reporting Category 

3. Cluster Prioritization (for mathematics only) 

4. Domain 

5. Target 

6. (Standards) 

Figure 2: Hierarchy of Levels for Grade 5 Mathematics 
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Claims/ Score Reporting Category are broad categories that summarize the knowledge and skills students are expected to demonstrate on the 

assessments related to a particular aspect of the academic standards. Each subject includes four claims: 

Mathematics: 

1. Concepts and Procedures 

2. Problem Solving 

3. Communicating Reasoning 

4. Modeling/Data Analysis 

ELA/Literacy: 

1. Reading 

2. Writing 

3. Listening 

4. Research/Inquiry 

 

Cluster Prioritization is sorted into two categories: Major & Supporting. Major Targets are the primary emphases at each grade; Supporting targets 

have connections to the Major targets. 

 

Domains are large groups of related standards (e.g., Geometry, Statistics and Probability, Ratios and Proportional Relationships). 

 

The Targets describe at a more granular level than claim the expectations of the knowledge, skills, and/or abilities assessed by the items and tasks 

within each claim. A target can be aligned to one or more standards. In fact, some are aligned to part of a standard. 

 

Standards describe the skills and knowledge that students should demonstrate at the end of each grade. They are essentially learning goals in math 

and ELA that help ensure students’ progress through each grade on track and prepared academically for life, college, and a career after high school. 

Click in the cell to access more information about the Standards on the Smarter Content Explorer. 

Interim Assessment Item Portal & Tools for Teachers  
Educators with access to interim assessments can view individual test questions through the Interim Assessment Item Portal (IAIP) available in Tools 

for Teachers. Each Interim Connections Playlist links directly to the corresponding interim assessment questions in the portal.  

The suite of interims that assess specific Targets are included in the appropriate cells. 

• ICA = Interim Comprehensive Assessment (composed of CAT & PT portions) 

• SICA = Shortened Interim Comprehensive Assessment (just a CAT) 

• IAB = Interim Assessment Block 

• FIAB = Focused Interim Assessment Block 

Click in the cells in the Interim Assessment Item Portal column to be taken directly to the IAIP. Click in the cells in the Tools for Teachers column to 

access Interim Connections Playlists for that Target on Tools for Teachers. 
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Transferring Proficient? and Weak or Strong? Symbols from Reporting 
Aggregated student performance is summarized into Proficient? and Weak or Strong? symbols in Reporting. Here are two ways that the Proficient? 

and Weak or Strong? symbols can be transferred from Reporting to the Target Reports. 

1. Directly off the computer screen 

2. Print > Save to Excel 

Mathematics Proficient? and Weak or Strong? symbols are provided for Claim 1, only. ELA/Literacy Proficient? and Weak or Strong? symbols are 

provided for all Claims (i.e., Claim 1, 2, 3, and 4). 

See Figure 3 for example of Proficient? and Weak or Strong? symbols on the computer screen. Be sure to closely follow the order of the Targets across 

the screen.  

Figure 3: Proficient? and Weak or Strong? Symbols 
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See Figure 4 for an example of Proficient? and Weak or Strong? symbols summarized in Excel. Click the “Print” button in the upper right corner then 

select “Save to Excel”. An Excel spreadsheet will be saved in your Inbox. Again, be sure to closely follow the order of the Targets across the screen.  

Figure 4: Proficient? and Weak or Strong? Symbols in Excel 

 

Summaries of Proficient? and Weak or Strong? Symbols 
After transferring the Proficient? and Weak or Strong? Symbols into the Target Report, the student performance data is summarized in two charts and 

one graph. 

The “Numbers” chart assigns a number to the combination of Proficient? and Weak or Strong? Symbols. That number is then plotted on the “Bar 

Graph”. The Numbers chart and the Bar Graph could be used to determine possible patterns in student success. The Pedagogy chart identifies the 

Targets where students are excelling and where the most work is needed. 

Figure 5 is an example Numbers chart. Figure 6 is an example Pedagogy chart. Figure 7 is an example Bar Graph. All are from a grade 5 math Target 

Report. For ELA/L the Target Reports, there are Numbers, Pedagogy and Bar Graphs for Claims 1, 2, and 4.  

In the example charts and graph, it can be determined that the students are doing well in Targets A, B, and C. The students need support and more 

practice with content aligned to Targets G, H, and I. 
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Figure 5: Numbers, Pedagogy, and Bar Graph for Gr5 Mathematics Target Report 

 

Click on the “Charts” tab for a full summary of Proficient? and Weak or Strong? Symbols. 

Connecting Summaries of Proficient? and Weak or Strong? Symbols to Pedagogy 
One of the main purposes of the Target Report is identifying the content of Targets that students need support and practice with. After that 

identification is made, educators can access differentiated instructional resources on the Tools for Teachers website.  

The Tools for Teachers column links directly to resources aligned to those Targets via the Interim Connections Playlists. Additionally, the Interim 

Connections Playlists will: 

• Support Students: Use performance progressions to identify where students are at in their learning process and how they can progress to 

the next level. 

• Dive Deeper into the Content: Review grade-level knowledge and skill expectations for students within a specific block of content. 

• Plan Instruction: Use student performance data to inform and plan instructional next steps. 

• Act: Access teacher-created instructional resources to support student learning. 

 

 

  

 

 


